Record of the Neighbourhood Plan Core Committee held on Friday 17th January 2014 at 3pm in the Community Office


Present:

Committee members:

Ian Hill 





Neil Boddington




Neil Mitchenhall





Andrew Hocking





Gill Bindoff
1/14 Apologies for absence

Rhian Woods
2/14 Chairman’s Remarks

IH said that this was an informal first meeting to exchange ideas on how to proceed, and to brief the three non-councillor members on the general requirements that the members would need to follow, including completion of a declaration of interests and adherence to the Code of Conduct. 
3/14 Initial views of priorities 
IH circulated a draft Gantt chart for the project as a guide to the steps to be followed, but with an unrealistic timescale.  It was agreed that it was important to set ourselves a target for completion, and it was generally agreed that aiming to complete the NP to the pre-submission consultation stage by May 2015 was a reasonable goal.  The pre-submission consultation and subsequent stages up to the referendum are largely out of our control, but from Thame and Woodcote experience these may be expected to take from 6 to 12 months.  This would allow a referendum either late in 2015 or in spring 2016. 
A concise form of presentation with key information readily accessible to readers was favoured, with the example of the Vision Statement and Core Objectives of Thame Plan being cited as a good example.  

It was agreed that getting a wide spectrum of support from the community from the outset was essential to achieving eventual success, and that the first public consultation session was important for this reason.  A single meeting was unlikely to be sufficient.  Possible ways of involving different groups were discussed and included meetings in the schools, daytime and evening meetings, some form of interaction that would get attendees to consider options and priorities more carefully, and some form of open display accessible for wider periods of time. This should be the central topic for the first full meeting of the committee.

4/14 Information to be provided

IH agreed to provide the following:

· Copy of Code of Conduct

· Declaration of Interests form

· Contact information for everybody

· SODC Core Strategy basic information for SODC Core Strategy basic information for SODC Core Strategy basic information for Watlington

5/14 Preferred times for meetings 
It was agreed that Friday morning was the time most likely to suit all members.  

Meeting closed at 16:15
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