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Watlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 2nd October 2017 AT 8PM IN THE COMMUNITY OFFICE


Present: 
Councillors:  Steering Group Jeremy Bell (Chair), Matt Reid (Deputy Chair), Tony Williamson, Tom Bindoff, Terry Jackson.
In Attendance: Gill Bindoff, Peter Richardson, Keith Jackson
Officer: Rachel Gill
1. Apologies
Steph van de Pette
2.   Declarations of Interest
There were none.
3.
Minutes of the last meeting held on 4th September 2017
      Resolved: These minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.
4.  
Matters Arising
· Providence Land planning application. A response was produced by the NP Forum and submitted to SODC separately to the Parish Council response. This document was circulated and agreed by the group.
· It was agreed to put an article in the October edition of the Watlington Times. This document was circulated and agreed by the group.

5.  NP Forum 
GB gave an update, we have been waiting on 2 documents:

1. Flood Risk Assessments and Sequential Tests

The flood risk assessment is complete, a few minor errors have been corrected. We can’t challenge the findings but we don’t need to as it supports decisions made in the WNDP.

We need to insert references to this document into the WNDP, Basic Conditions Statement, Sustainability Appraisal and Sites Topic Paper. GB explained that the Strategic Flood risk assessment level 2 only applied to 2 sites – Site A and the site behind Bucklands Paddock. 

2. Habitats Regulations Assessment
This work has been carried out by SODC. It has already been covered in a district wide assessment but another report specifically for Watlington was required. The report considered the ‘likely significant effects’ of development on european sites. The main conclusion is that there are not significant effects in all areas with the exception of air pollution and pressure from increased recreational use where there is insufficient evidence to say what the effects would be. More information is required on this. 
References to this document need to be slotted into the relevant WNDP documents once completed. This is unlikely to be before the beginning of November.
Update on Traffic Management Consultancy
A first draft is available and being reviewed.

MR asked whether the traffic group are aware of the traffic data on Wat A ? 

Yes and also we now have permission to share the AECOM micro-modelling data. More data is required on queuing traffic at the ‘T’ junction. Volunteers are needed for this. 

The group would prefer to have this as a separate document but need to wait for Peter Canavan’s advice on this. 

Advice from Peter Canavan received after the meeting is that this document needs to be an NP document if it is used for evidence for Policy and Site Selection but if it’s for Strategy only then it can be a separate document. Therefore the document will be incorporated into the WNDP as part of the overall plan.
JB asked for confirmation that the WNDP is based on evidence from the previous traffic survey. He hoped that our traffic management plan would provide evidence for the need for a re-routed B4009. 
GB clarified that we don’t have to justify this as it is in the Local Plan. However we are working towards having this evidence, and agree that it needs to be in place before adoption of the plan.  There is no definitive answer on the new route but the HCA/AECOM work should do this. The meeting on the 10th October should provide an update on this. OCC are also now aware that AECOM have the data to show the road is needed as their data shows a 40% increase in traffic WITHOUT the development of Chalgrove. 
GB stated that she understood JBs point and that there were 2 options for what to do with the traffic management document:

1. Regard as a separate document

2. Include as a WNDP document and wait for it to be completely finished before submitting the plan

MR asked whether we should look at the impact of different scenarios for phasing development of the 3 major sites?

GB said that it was established early on that the Watlington development has a small impact (10%) on overall traffic volumes. The traffic impact assessment for WAT A assumed a cumulative impact of around 15%.Clearly we want the road in when development starts, this is why the HCA plan is crucial.

JB suggested strengthening some of the text around traffic. There was some discussion on traffic and evidence for safeguarding a route. MR felt that we need to be up front about transition arrangements. 

Approval of WNDP Documents and Recommendation to Full Council

There was some discussion on whether the traffic document should be separate but this will have to wait for Peter Canavan’s response (see above)
RG felt that the document needed to be included because of the link to Policy 9 (Allocation of CIL funding). 

The traffic sources of evidence need to be added to Appendix B.
The documents were reviewed.

TJ asked about the designation of Green Spaces, specifically the Church Hall Site.

GB said it was unclear as yet what would be included in the plans for this site, would need to get guidance from the examiner.

It was resolved to approve all documents for submission to Full Council with the following amendments:

1. Addition of references to Habitats Regulations Assessment where required

2. Addition of references to Flood Risk Assessment and Sequential Test where required

3. Addition of link to future traffic study document to P41 of WNDP1 document (Proposals for use of CIL payments)

4. Addition of comment in Green Spaces Document page 6 giving reference to Archstone proposals on improvements to Britwell Road (chicane design as another option)

5. Small update to excel spreadsheets format in the Development Sites Topic Paper (Tony Powell)

List of Documents:
· WNDP 1: Watlington Neighbourhood Development Plan

· WNDP 2: Basic Conditions Statement

· WNDP 3: Consultation Statement

· WNDP 4: Sustainability Appraisal with Environment Report

· WNDP 5: Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report and Strategic Environmental Assessment

· WNDP 6: Housing Survey 2016

· WNDP 7: Maps

· WNDP 8: Photographs: Important Views (Landscape)

· WNDP 9:  Photographs : Watlington Conservation Area Views

· WNDP 10:  Watlington Green Spaces

· WNDP 11:  Watlington Design Guide 2017

· WNDP 12:  Development Strategy Topic Paper

· WNDP 13: Flood Risk Assessment and Sequential Test

· WNDP 14: Habitats Regulations Assessment - Watlington
6. Meetings with Providence Land  and Archstone 
Archstone
There was discussion on having more crossing points along the alternative route and including some bungalows and self-build. Bloor will speak to the Self Build Group in Watlington. In the new local plan the % of self-build has increased from 2% to 3%. The group also challenged the number of dwellings as the WNDP would like 140 on the site and the plan shows 183. Archstone said that they need to meet the mix SODC require, i.e a lot of 2-3 bed houses. They would actually make more profit on 4/5 bed houses and if there were more included then the overall number could be reduced. There was some discussion on the existing road to the roundabout.
At this point it was agreed to extend the meeting by 10 minutes.

Providence Land

There was some discussion on extension to the playing fields and setting aside land for expansion of schools. PL were concerned over the PC response to their application.
Meeting with OCC
WNDP met with Cllr Yvonne Constance (Highways & Environment OCC) to bring her up to speed on the WNDP and what support is needed. Also attending was Jason Sherwood (OCC Roads) and Cllr Steve Harrod (OCC). YC suggested writing a ‘Statement of Common Ground’ and confirmed OCC support for a re-aligned B4009. A meeting has been arranged for 10th October with Jason Sherwood, SODC and the HCA.
7. AOB
None
8. Date for next meeting:  Monday 6th November at 8pm

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 10.10PM
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