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Watlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 6th November 2017 AT 8PM IN THE COMMUNITY OFFICE


Councillors: Matt Reid (deputy Chair) Tony Williamson, Tom Bindoff, Terry Jackson

In Attendance: Gill Bindoff, Peter Richardson, Ian Hill

Officer: Denise Allnutt

1. Apologies
Steph van de Pette, Jeremy Bell

2. Declarations of Interest
There were none

3. Minutes of the last meeting held on 2nd October 2017
Resolved: These minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Matters Arising
MR reported on a meeting earlier today with Providence Land, represented by Jonathan Harbottle and Jeremy Emerson,  to talk about the proposals for the football pitches and the possibility of either a new one or an extension of the existing on land at PYR 2. The proposed positioning of the new housing was also discussed. The meeting was attended by IR, MR, Nicky Smallbone, GB and PR.
GB reported that the Thames Valley is an area of water stress and Thames Water is searching for a site for a new reservoir.  There are also problems with the capacity and state of the sewerage system. All are matters that need resolving before any new development can go ahead.
5. NP Forum

Update on Traffic Management Plan
GB the report is now complete and can be used to support the Neighbourhood Plan.  It pulls together all of the various solutions to traffic management in Watlington but there will need to be simulations etc. to see if the solutions work. 
The measures in the plan will only fully achieve its objectives if the B4009 is re-routed. 
The plan does not take into account the impact of all of the other developments in the wider area which will effect Watlington. The members agreed that the plan is a useful document.
Recommendation to Full Council : to approve the Traffic Management Plan and include it in the WNDP documents and be made public.


When to hold public session
GB suggested we do this on Saturday 3rd February 2018, during the 6 week consultation period, and before the referendum. She proposed running a drop in centre in The Social, where people could ask questions whilst seeing the proposals.
The consultants that produced the report had offered to attend and provide slides etc. at a cost of £2000. However, the steering group were sure that they could run the session with a much smaller outlay and the materials could be produced in the Parish Office.
The NP Forum Co-ordination group will come with a more detailed proposal to the December meeting.


Next Steps
Budget/ Finance Update
Rachel had produced an update of the budget but it was incomplete and GB thought some of the information was incorrect. (Survey Monkey should be finished). A more definitive updated budget will be produced for the next meeting. There is not much left in the original budget and some more monies will have to be spent

Timing
The WNDP will be submitted as soon as the Habitat Regulations Assessment is done, hopefully next month.
The District Council can then start consultation period but, as it is 6 weeks, it cannot now start before Christmas.

SODC Local Plan Consultation
The Local plan consultation period has been extended to end of November.
GB asked if the WNDP Co-ordination Group can produce their response to the Local Plan, as they wanted to make sure that as a community we want the ability to make decisions about small developments in surrounding settlements.  The meeting agreed.

Planning Application (Archstone Site A) 
GB The application is more or less in line with what is in the WNDP policies. (90% to plan)
The WNDP Co-ordination Group would like to respond separately and a written response was given to the meeting to consider. 
The response regarding the spur road by the Industrial Estate (i.e. that only bicycles and pedestrians are allowed to use the road that links to The Cuxham Road) is in the hope that the county and HCA will have realigned B4009 by the time that the development is completed. 
PR Reported that at the PC Planning Meeting tomorrow evening Archstone would be bringing 5 people for their presentation. TJ said they were pleased to have the opportunity to ask them questions directly.
Resolved: WNDP Co-ordination Group to make their own response to the planning application.  Unanimous

Update on meetings with Pyrton, SODC and HCA
PR and GB met with John Curtis, Genevieve Young (Pyrton clerk)
They had a very positive, open meeting. Pyrton has made slow progress on their plan since the summer. They are now including the new B4009 route in their plan.
PYR 1 (MOD site) : there was to be a meeting about the proposal with Victoria land and Hunter Page at Pyrton Village Hall on 16th November.
SODC: PR, GB and Tony Powell attended and updated Planning Officers on where we are with our plan.  HCA: 28th November meeting - specification of edge Road and other matters pertinent to us locally.
NB: Upfront funding is required and the aim is to complete the road before building works commence because of the developers plant, lorries etc. 

GB tabled a plan of the new Oxford / Cambridge Expressway. One route is very close to Little Milton.

PR and GB had a meeting with Barrie Haigh, Landowner of Site B (WAT10). He circulated notes on the meeting.


The meeting agreed to extend the time to 10.10 as there were still matters to discuss

6. Christmas Fair Ideas
GB circulated notes re a leaflet that they would like to produce to hand out during the Christmas Fair and, after Christmas, deliver to every house in Watlington District. 
The cost of this would be up to £400 and the existing budget would be likely to have a shortfall for this. Therefore, a request would have to be made to the full council for more funding. 
Resolved: that they go ahead at a cost of £400 max. GB / PR will provide mock up etc. to present to the PC for more funds. Unanimous

Date of Next meeting:  Monday 4th December at 8pm


7. AOB      

The meeting closed at 10.20 pm
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