- A CAMPAIGN group has been
formed to fight plans for a road
taking traffic away from Watling-
ton town centre,

A leaflet was distributed to homes
in the town last week warning of the
consequences if a proposed “edge
street”, or bypass, is built.
| The leaflet did not state who pro-

duced = it but the town’s

neighbourhood plen team discovered
it was created and semt by planning
consultants Terence O’Rourke, actin
on behalf of Residents Against Wat-
lington Ring Road.

The company has aiso been prepar-
ing the Pyrton neighbourhood plan,
which, like Watlington’s plan, is cur-
Tently out to consultation. The leaflet
claims that a bypass would:

©. Generate more traffic and air
pollution. . : ] ]

© Destroy  the green  buffer
between Pyrton and Watlington.

@ Impact on listed buildings, con-
servation areas .and the Chilterns
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

® Increase the risk of flooding if it
went through areas of high risk.

® Put a sirain on medical services.

© Result in “potentially danger-
ous” intersections with the B4002 and
traffic choke points through nearby
Shirburn. g
Watlington’s neighbourhood plan

v CAMPAIGN group which criti-
iised plans for a bypass around -
Watlington has been accused of.
nisleading residents. .

A leaflet produced on behalf of
lesidents Against Watlington Ring
0ad was distributed to homes in the
own two weeks ago.

1t claimed that the proposed “edge
freet”, or bypass, running from the
34009 Pyrton crossroads in the north
o Britwell Road in the. south would
renerate more traffic and air pollution
ind destroy the green buffer between
he town and Pyrton. _

But at Watlington’s annual parish
neeting last week; the claims were
lubbed “one-sided, unbalanced and,
n places, naccurate” in a statcmont
1y the parish council. -

It said: “We know that there are two

ides to the picture — a re-routed
34009 wili have both benefits and
lisbenefits. ‘
“We. sk that you think carefully
sefore you decide which to support
ind that you tell us your views in your
esponse to the Watlington neighbour-
wod development plan consultation.

Ting that' residents
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earmarks three sites for up 260 homes
to ihe north and west of the town.

In return, developers would be
expected to contribute towards the
cost of a bypass from the B4009 Pyr-
ton crossroads in the north to Britwell
Road in the south.

*The road would run through a site
tc the north of Watlington, off Pyrton
Lane, in Pyrton parish, where Proyid-
ence Lane has submitted plans for 100
homes but is not in the plan.

Land for a by-pass has also been
“safeguarded” in South Oxfordshire
District Council’s new emerging 1.ocal
Plan for up to 2033,

Pyrion’s plan, meanwhile, allocates
three-sites for 18 homes and has not
included the site off Pyrton Lane, say-
are  “deeply
concerned”
ging of the two setflements.

Gill Bindofi, facilitator of the
Watlington  neighbourhood plan
forum co-ordination group, said it was
unacceptable for a leaflet to be distrib-
uted without malking it clear who was
responsible for it. .

She added: “Sorfie of it is a bit jnac-
curate and some of it doesn’t have any
factual foundation. T think they are

eaflet presents a very one-sided
31"];;1% we ]a?sk that you take a much
more rounded view of the issue.

“An alternative route around Wat-
lington will reduce the curse of
congestion in the centre of the town,
making it a far more pleasant environ-
ment for residents and shoppers.

“Against this you have fo balance
the loss of valuable green space
between Pyrton and Watlington and
harm to the views of the area from
Watlington Hill.” .

The council said traffic would
increase on the B4009 and B480.irre-
spective of the new route due to
development. The Watlington neig-
hourhood plan earmarks three sites
for up to 260 homes to the north and
west of the town. )

In rteturn,” developers would be
expected to contribute towards the
cost of the bypass. The council said:
“The parish council takes the view

about the potential mer- )

e

sayimg the majority of people in Wai-
lington would oppose the idea of a re-
routed B4009. That'isn’t the message
we have got from all the drop-in ses-
sions we have been holding.

“It’s one thing to promote YOUr own
view, which is fine, but to make claims
which do not have any foundation in
fact is not acceptable.”

Mrs Bindoif contacted John Curtis,
chairman of Pyrton Parish Council, to
see if he knew anything about the leaf-
Iet as it was sent to her with a
postmark from"Bournemouth, where
Terence O’Rourke is based.

“I absolutely did not contact Pyrton
because I thought there was any pos-
sibility that the leaflet could have
originated from there,” she said,

Cllz Cortis told her he and his coun-
cil had no knowledge of the leaflet.

However, an hour later, Mrs
Bindoff received an email from Luke
Vallins, a semior planner at the com-
pany. This said the leaflets had been
prepared on behalf of the Residenis
Against Watlingfon Ring Road in
objection to and to raise awareness of
the proposals for the bypass.

Mr Vallins added: y bypass
would have an irreversible adverse
impact on the built and natural envir.

+ onment and we hope that you will join
.in resisting the proposais.”

Mrs Bindoff said: “We have a name
of a group we have never heard of and

that we should do what we can to pro-
tect the town and our neighbours from
this increased tfaffic.”

The leaflet also claimed that 400
new homes would be needed in order
to help fund the bypass.

But the council said it was
“simplistic” to think that the number
of houses to be built would directly
relate to'the cost of the road. - -

.1t said there was no requirement in
South Ozxfordshire District Council’s
draft Local Plan for infrastucture such
as the road to be funded entirely by
levies o developers.

The leaflet was created and sent on
behalf of the campaign group by
Boumemouth-based planning con-
sultants Terence .0’Rourke, who are
also helping prepare the Pyrton neigh-

" bourhood plan, which allocates three

sites for 18 new homes.
Tt also claimed the road would: _
® Impact on listed buildings, con-
servation areas and the Chilterns Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

© Increase the risk of flooding if it
went through areas of high risk.

because we have tried really hard i
contact local groups to talk about-tk
neighbourhood plan we would be ve;
happy to talk to this group so they ca
understand the proposals we have Pt
forward. 5

“I replied, saying if their compan
was going to do a second circular to a
the people on the Watlington mailin
list to apologise for sending a
anonymous leaflet and to give th
information he sent in the ematl.”

Clir Curtis told the Henley Stendar
that he had no knowledge of the Jeafle
until informed by Mrs Bindoff and hat
bad no contact with RAWRR or am
discussions with Mr Vallins or Terencs
O'Rourke about it.

However, he added that the argn
ments against the bypass were basec
on-published data.

Clir Curtis said: “T’s being promoted
without alternatives being investigated,
without a full understanding of how it
will be paid for and the number of
houses that would need to be built in
Watlington parish to pay for it.”

He said that Oxfordshire County
Council and the Homes and Com.
munities Agency, a governmeni body
that wants to build 3,500 homes on
Chalgrove Airfield, didn’t have the
money to fund it, )

Mr Vallins confirmed his company
was working for the new pressure group
but declined to comment further.

@ Put a strain on medical services.

® Result in “potentially dangerous”

‘intersections with the B4009 and

iraffic choke points’ through nearby
Shirburn. :

- Last week, Gill Bindoff, facilitator
of the Watlington neighbourhood plan
forum co-ordination group, criticised
the leaflet for not making it clear who
was responsible for it. _

She said: “Seme of it is a bit nac-
curate and some of it doesn’t have any
factual fonndation. )

“I think they are saying the majority
of people in Watlington would oppose
the idea of a re-routed B4009. That
isn’t the message we have got from all
the drop-in sessions we have been
bolding, It’s one thms to promote
your own view, which is fine, but to
make claims which do not have any
foundatjon in fact is not acceptable.’

John Curtis, chairman of Pyrton
Parish Council, said that neither be
nor his council had any knowledge of
the leaflet. L

Both Watlington and Pyrton’s
neighbourhood plans are currently

outf to consuliation.



